JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT

I finished " La Couslne Bette " again this morning. It is
magnificent, but there is a wild creative rush about it that is
rather too wild. The trick of leaving out is pushed to its farthest,
perhaps too far, and though the book is long it contains nothing
but fundamental stuff. Often, it seems to me, Balzac has not
given sufficient care to the manufacture of convincing detail.
He must have been decidedly in a very frenzy of creative impulse
when he wrote it. The scene which remains most clearly in my
memory is that in which old Hulot comes to Josepha for shelter
and aid ; her part in that has a tremendous brio. Brio is the
word for the entire book.

Thursday, May igth.

To-day " A Great Man " is published, my sixth published novel,
and my eighth written novel. My copies of it arrived yesterday.
I read through most of it in the evening. I thought one or two
parts were too technical in detail ; but on the whole it amused
me well enough. I was struck by the ease and virtuosity of
the writing (on that plane of writing) and by the sound construc-
tion. I don't fancy holes can be picked in these aspects of the
book. But humour is often a matter of opinion.

Whit-Monday, May
I have suffered heavily from liver for 4 days. The attack went
off last night, suddenly, as all such attacks do. I continued to
work on " Hugo " 'except on Friday, when I could do nothing.
I finished Part I of him last night about n p.m. I heard dis-
turbingly from Pinker on Friday night that Chatto wanted after
all to publish " Teresa " and " Love and Life ", and had bought
the illustrations for the former.1 For about an hour I was
nearly telegraphing to Wells that I would go over on Saturday
to consult him. I couldn't think of anyone else whose opinion
in a matter so involved between business and art I really cared
twopence for. However, I decided to wait till the next morning.
And by lie next morning I had thought of a compromise which
satisfied ine and ought to satisfy Chatto. This compromise
would involve the re-writing of " Love and Life ", and I rather
think, I should enjoy doing that, because the fundamental plot
of it is so good.
Weather ' showery with bright intervals \
* " Teresa of Watling Street " was published in October, 1904.
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